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Smoke Rise offers conservatory level training

Kaily Collett, all of 5 years old, has a brassy voice and a big stage presence. The young 
Lilburn resident recently landed the part of Baby Kangaroo in "Seussical Jr.," a show that 
drew an audience of more than 1,000 last month at the Smoke Rise Academy of Arts. 
 
Then there is Claire Nash, a senior citizen, who has been taking classical guitar lessons 
since 1992, well before Kaily was born. Claire and Kaily represent the age spectrum of art 
students at the Smoke Rise Academy of Arts, sponsored by Smoke Rise Baptist Church. 
 
"When we started drama, Kaily made me promise she wouldn't have to talk at all," said 
Kaily's mother, Ronda Collett, who is a teacher at Parkview High School. "After working 
with Janet (Chadwick) and gaining confidence, Kaily felt the excitement of being on stage 
and loved it. She and the other kids have worked so hard and formed lasting friendships 
while learning so much about theatre. It's just a fantastic experience." 
 
Founded in 1992, the academy offers instruction in several arts disciplines. Besides youth 
drama and guitar, students can study oil painting, voice, violin, cello, piano, trumpet, 
trombone, saxophone, clarinet, low brass, French horn and preschool dance. The 
program has grown from 25 students during its first year to about 175 students per 
semester.  
 
"We provide conservatory level instruction for beginners and those who want to mature in 
the arts," academy director Carole Mitchell said. "We strive to make an environment 
where God-given gifts can blossom." 
 
The academy's most impressive success is in preparing serious arts students for higher 
education and careers in the arts. Dozens of Academy students used their training as a 
launching pad into the arts and many have honors and scholarships. 
 
"I have several students studying at Smoke Rise and they are showing excellent 
progress. I definitely recommend the program to band members," said Laura Moates 
Stanley, Brookwood High's band director and Georgia Music Educator's Association 
District 13 chair. 
 
There are many success stories. For example, former piano student Julie Mitchell 
received a full undergraduate scholarship in piano at Georgia College and State 
University, and graduate school scholarships at Florida State University. Voice student 
Michael DelGaudio was recently cast in a lead role in Parkview High School's spring 
musical. 
 
Greyson Chadwick performed in numerous drama productions and has appeared in a 
Tyler Perry film, several independent films, and is now building her career in Hollywood. 
Bradley Harris, currently a sophomore in the music department at Shorter College, was 
awarded the prestigious outstanding performer of piano at the state level of Georgia's 
Music Teachers Association during his senior year of high school. 
 
For information about the Academy and registration, call 770-413-2133, ext. 228, or visit 
www.smokeriseministries.org. 
 
Holley Calmes is a freelance writer and public relations consultant specializing in the arts. 
E-mail hcalmes@mindspring.com. 
 
 

By Holley Calmes 
Art Beat 
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